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African Caribbean Club
A support group for Africans and Caribbeans who are attending Western. The purpose 
of the group is to bond together with the traditions that come from our various countries. 
Contact: 360-650-7577

Black Student Union
The BSU is a social club for African American students. Goals are to provide ethnic 
minority students as well as majority students with a sense of community and education 
about African American culture and history. Contact: Dennis Williams; 360-650-7277; 
bsu.wwu@gmail.com

Brown Pride
Article inside.  Contact: 360-650-7575; wwubrownpride@gmail.com 

Filipino American Student Association
To educate and explore Filipino heritage and culture. Contact: So! na Morales; 360-650-
7576; wwufasa@yahoo.com  http://www.fasawwu.org

Hui ‘O Hawai’i
We invite all students who are interested in the Hawaiian traditions and culture to get 
involved and socialize. Our major event is the very successful, fun annual luau. Stop by 
and say hi. Contact: Kuulei Mawae; 360-650-7573; hohwestern@hotmail.com 

Mixed Identity Student Organization
Article inside. Contact: 360-650-7276; MISO_WWU@yahoo.com  
http://www.wwu.edu/~miso

Latino Student Union
Article inside. Contact: 360-650-7275; lsuwwu@yahoo.com   www.lsuwwu.org

MEChA (Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano/a de Aztlan)
To promote an educational, cultural and supportive atmosphere for Chicano/Latinos 
students on Western’s campus. Contact: Luis Ibarra; 630-650-7275; wwumecha@yahoo.
com   http://www.ac.wwu.edu/~esc/clubs/mecha/

Native American Student Union
To provide programming related to Native American issues on campus and to provide a 
sense of community for Native American and Native Alaskan students. Contact: Elizabeth 
Johnstone; 630-650-7273; NASUWWU@hotmail.com 

South Asian Student Association
Article inside. Contact: ; 360-650-7274; sasa_wwu@yahoogroups.com 

Vietnamese Student Association
We promote unity among Vietnamese students within and outside WWU, and help them 
to adapt to college life, maintain cultural awareness, build communication and leadership 
skills through teamwork, and maintain public relations through community and school 
services. Contact: Tuan Do; 360-650-7274;  vsa_wwu@hotmail.com    
http://www.wwu.edu/~vsa/

©

The Ethnic Student Center is a 
student-run organization within 
the Associated Students of WWU. 
We provide several resources and 
a safe environment where students 
can work on event programming, 
do homework, or just hang out. 
There are many ethnic clubs that 
assist students in transitioning to 
Western, developing cultural iden-
tity, providing a sense of communi-
ty, gaining useful skills, and being 
active in social justice. As always, 
we are open to all students.

Contact Us:
360 650-7271
TTY 360 650-4800
Open M-F 8-5
Vik ing Union 420
Bellingham, WA 
          98225-9106

Staff:  Michael Vendiola, Janna 
Cecka, Cicero Del! n, Shirley 
Chu, Chelsea Ross, Christopher 
Woods, and Janice Young

Mission Statement:
The Ethnic Student Center 
strives to provide a safe and 
supportive environment for 
historically underrepresented 
ethnic groups and allies 
while providing cultural and 
educational programs.



Mixed Identity Student Organization

 We seek to form an alliance of students who desire ownership over 
their own identities while respecting the identities of others. As students 
whose own identities continually cross boundaries that historically 
have divided 
populat ions 
and cultural 
groups and 
whose inter-
sect ions of 
identity are 
often not re-
" ected by the 
dominant so-
ciety, we seek 
to create a safe 
space to explore the politics of identity and race as a social construction 
in both a private and public atmosphere. During this fall quarter we 
have enjoyed getting to know each other and ourselves. In doing so, we 
have focused on promoting self understanding and our knowledge of 
others, which you hope to continue to promote in the coming quarters 
and our community. 

Brown Pride

 Brown Pride is a club for queer 
people of color and allies.  We provide 
a safe space, resources, and education 
for queer people of color and allies to 
learn and grow together.  We thrive to 
bring awareness to campus and create 
an understanding of the Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, Question-
ing, and Intersex community and building 
a strong community.  We value diversity, 
especially those that identify beyond an 
LGBTQQI identity.  
 Brown Pride acts as a liaison between 
the Ethnic Student Center and LGBTA 
in the Resource Outreach Program.  We 
strive to bridge a gap that has been miss-
ing for years between the LGBTA and the 
ESC.  
 In recent events, we brought aware-
ness to campus regarding the National 
Latino Aids Awareness Day (NLAAD) 
on October 15th, 2007.  NLAAD is a 
national organization that campaigns for 
safer sex and heighten awareness.  Many 
students and community are unaware or 
uneducated about the infection and how 
much it impacts a person life.  As a club, 
we provide information to students about 
how they can avoid from get infected and 
where to get tested.
 Furthermore, we are slowly, but 
working effortlessly to recruit members.  
Though, we are struggling because of 
the sensitive issues that we’re facing.  
However, Brown Pride is standing strong 
and continue to educate open minded stu-
dents/faculties/staffs and the community 
about our visibilities.
 At the current state, I, Chace Chau, 
the coordinator of Brown Pride, am in 
the process of getting a course offer at 
Western that will focus on educating 
students about queer people of color 
experiences.  It will be a long process, 
however, it will be educating and reward-
ing as well.  Luckily, Western offers an 
LGBT minor study, but I feel that is not 
enough, it needs to educate students all 
the spectrums of the LGBT community. 

Latino Student Union

 This quarter we plan to fund raise heavily for the Latino scholarship. 
We are also co-sponsoring with ACC a carnival night, and possibly 
bringing a speaker along with the Woman Center at the end of February. 
We will also be celebrating LSU’s 3rd Birthday Party ,which is very 
exiting. The annual Latino Heritage Dinner will be April 26th, 2008, 
so make sure to mark your calenders. 
 A little bit about LSU- we promote the unity, education, heritage and 
culture of the Latino Community. We are a resource for Latino students 
and allies alike. LSU advocates awareness on social, cultural and identity 
issues faced by the Latino population, both within the US and in Latin 

America. We 
embrace al l 
those who em-
brace us and 
wish to cele-
brate and rec-
ognize Latino 
culture. If you 
have any ques-
tions or would 
like to know 
about events 
please see the 
front page for 
contact info.



South Asian Student Organization 

Fall quarter was indeed busy for the South Asian Student Organiza-
tion (SASA). We planned our ! rst annual fall heritage dinner, “South 
Asian Spices”. The November dinner was a successful night with 
a sold-out number of attendees and included a dinner with dance 
performances by WWU students, fashion show, Viking Bhangra, a 
local dance team from Lynden, classical singers, guest speakers, as 
well as a dance after the main event was ! nished. This winter quar-
ter, SASA is planning to continue their goal of reaching out to the 
campus and local community by hosting a seminar session to share 
information about the South Asian community as well as community 
service, fundraising, and hosting joint activities with other ESC clubs. 
Meetings will be on Thursdays at 6pm in VU 464, and we encourage 
everyone to come out and see what we are all about## If you have 
any questions regarding the club, please contact: Simran Manhas or 
Kamran Rahman at SASA_WWU@yahoogroups.com 

Student Trustee-  Antasia Parker 

Governor Gregoire appointed Antasia Parker as the 
student member of the WWU 2007-2008 Board of 
Trustees. Parker is a senior pursuing a Bachelor of 
Social Science in Political Science with a minor 
in Communications and English. Her outstanding 
leadership includes involvement with the Black 
Student Union, Associated Students Board, Diver-
sity Task Force, Civil Controversy Speaker Series coordinator, and 
member of Woodring’s Diversity Committee. Information on becom-
ing a Student Trustee can be found at the WWU AS website 

Tips for ESC clubs

A new feature of the newsletter will 
provide tips for our ESC clubs on pro-
gram planning and other nifty things to 
know.

Forms-  several A.S. forms are avail-
able online at https://west.wwu.edu/
admcs/forms/studentdefault.aspx. 
Ask staff for assistance if needed.

Digital signage-  the Publicity Cen-
ter is now accepting requests for free 
design of slides for our new digital 
signage in the VU. All ESC clubs are 
welcome to request a slide for gen-
eral promotion of their of! ce as well  
as slides to promote speci! c events. 
Place your requests by ! lli ng out a 
Request for Publicity form at the PC 
and specify “Digital Signage”.

Facebook-  the ESC has it’s own 
Facebook group, E.S.C. Represen-
tin, so if you Facebook you might 
consider joining.

 ESC Media Team-  our goal is to 
assist clubs getting publicity; see 
Michael for assistance.
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Filipino-American Student Association

 The Filipino-American Student Association opened up the school year 
with an introductory meeting that included authentic food and a turnout 
that far exceeded the club’s expectations. The large audience carried 
on to the weekly meetings, held every Wednesday from 6-7pm.
There, club members engage in activities that enhance their knowledge 
about the Filipino culture and are updated on past, present and future 
FASA events.
     On October 27th, FASA held its annual heritage dinner. Keynote 
speakers, martial artists and WWU’s Dance Troupe were a few of the 
many performers on hand to enlighten the guests about Filipino his-
tory. Home-cooked Filipino dishes were served, not only revealing the 
culture through sight and sound, but with taste, as well.
     On November 10th, Seattle University hosted the Filipino Olym-
pics. FASA groups from universities around the Northwest gathered 
here and tested their mental and physical strength through trivia and 
obstacle courses. The emphasis of the event was to gain trust and use 
teamwork as a stepping stone. WWU FASA placed 4th in a pool of 8 
contenders.
     Upcoming events include the annual spring NWFASA Conference. 
For more information about upcoming events or questions, please 
contact: (360) 650-7576, wwufasa@yahoo.com

Undressing the “Other”: The Naked Truth 
on Stereotypes is a powerfully personal-
ized production like no other featuring 
“actors” and “models” of all walks & talks 
of life, who seek to make positive change 
in their communities through the power 
of storytelling in a brave and innovative 
“fashion”.   Created and developed 4 years 
ago by social artist Stephany Hazelrigg, 
an ESC alum, as an attempt to create a 
space for marginalized voices to be heard, 
The Naked Truth has rapidly grown into a 
powerful community of activists, organizers, artists, and 
allies...it has become A MOVEMENT. Join us# 

Undressing the “Other”: The Naked Truth on Stereotypes

February 
27 & 28

Contact:
360 650-7613
360 650-6804



Promoting Multicultural Leadership & Achievement
The Associated Students (AS) has agreed to help the Ethnic Student Center 
establish ! ve endowed scholarships to support students involved in multi-
cultural activities.  The AS will match each dollar raised on behalf of the 
Ethnic Student Center Clubs for scholarships with $3.

Goal: Raise $20,000 for each scholarship by utilizing 3 to 1 match granted 
by the AS to fully endow the following scholarships and provide much 
needed support for students at WWU.

 
ESC Academic and Leadership Scholarship Accounts

 Current Balance Public Funding Needed

Native American Scholarship $20,000 Fully Endowed# 
Martin Luther King Scholarship  $22,200 Fully Endowed#  
Latino/a Scholarship $5,657 $3,586
Asian and Paci! c Islander Scholarship $10,716 $2,321
Ethnic Student Center $6844 $3,289               
Gifts can be made online at www.wwu.edu/give or by sending a check made 
payable to the WWU Foundation (write the scholarship name(s) on the 
memo line). For more information, contact:  

Angie Vandenhaak, Annual Giving
WWU Foundation
516 High Street, MS 9034
Bellingham, WA 98225-9034
      (360) 650-7647        angela.vandenhaak@wwu.edu

Focus on ESC Alumni

Douglas W. Leek

Graduated from WWU: 1998 
w/ Bachelors in English 
Literature, and 1999 w/ 
Masters in Education- Student 
Aff airs Administration
Worked in education for 8 
years, 7 in higher education
Financial Aid Counselor @ 
Seattle Paci! c University
Admissions Counselor @ Seattle University
Recruitment Manager @ University of Washington
Assistant Director of Admissions & Financial Aid @ 
Lakeside School
Married for 8-1/2 years to Latonya Long, class of 2000 
Volunteer with agencies such as Technology Access 
Foundation, Black Achievers, College Success 
Foundation
Provide information to high school students on College 
Admissions and Financial Aid 
Passionate about providing young people access to 
higher education, in particular students of color
Career Objectives: 

Director of Admissions @ an Independent School
Future: Dean of Student Services @ a college

Motto: Obstacles are things that get in your way when you 
take your eyes off your goals.
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Continuing a culture of conscious community…

Friendship and learning with undying unity
Dropping beats of solidarity
Welcoming of all identities
Embracing all cultures, diversity is key in a well-rounded community
Diversity- What is it?
It’s not just skin deep because diversity encompasses ALL
All of OUR backgrounds and qualities bonded with love
Our bond does not just come from above,
We must learn to understand our cultures to form this love
It’s o.k. to recognize our differences, but don’t let them create barriers
Barriers that build walls; that stop us; that constrict us; that break us
Don’t let stones build on top of each other, 
Step on each and stand with pride.
Pride the lion/ness with in us, 
That ! ghts with us or against us- 
Let it be your power
Try to learn their language, 
So you can help them maybe next time
Together we’ll speak words,
Words spoken to prove to another- 
That we are not less than royalty
Reaping what our ancestors sowed
History has been made, delivered, and brought through,
Look inside yourselves
Discover who is inside of you
Community is not just we as a people
It is our own individuality.

 A collective Community Poem from the 2007 ESC Conference



Purpose

 I want to start by ! rst thanking and congratulating everyone 
who participated in the annual ESC Conference this year. We had 
an overwhelming success with great participation from the ESC 
organizations and allies. If you were a returning student, you may 
have noticed some of the changes this year. Two major changes for 
this year were the use of WWU faculty & staff as presenters and the 
institute format instead of the workshop format. The purpose of having 
WWU faculty & staff as presenters was to give students an opportunity to meet and/or 
touch base with some tremendous allies we have in the faculty & staff. This would 
in turn give students to access to possibly the university’s greatest resource early in 
the year. The purpose of the institute format was to allow greater depth in the training 
that we offer at the ESC conference. I am hoping that this will have a great impact on 
how ESC organizations engage in leadership, programming, media, social activism, 
and academic success. We tried to offer something that would impact all areas of a 
general ESC organization. If you have any feedback please do not hesitate to pass it 
on to me.
 Also at the ESC conference I had the opportunity to talk about purpose. I 
explained the idea of purpose using a personal story as an example. I hope I was able 
to adequately explain my idea that purpose can be a goal or it can be revealed to you 
unknowingly. Included in my message was the idea of being open and " exible to new 
perspectives and ideas, being prepared as much as possible for your purpose, using 
your resources as much as possible (Remember the part in the story where my Mom 
cursed out the school counselor? She was my resource#), and being humble enough 
to ask for help and ALWAYS get a second opinion. The purpose of sharing my story 
about purpose was to get you to think about your own purpose—your purpose as a 
student, a leader, and as a member of an ESC organization. Why does thinking about 
purpose help? It allows us to focus and develop on our goals and direction.
 So, congratulations on a great fall quarter. Especially, congratulations are in 
order for the Filipino American Student Association’s annual heritage dinner, South 
Asian Student Association’s heritage dinner, and the Black Student Union’s work 
on the Jena 6 Conference and setting up a peer tutoring project (Which reminds me: 
Don’t sleep on the getting your organization involved with the Academic Success 
Award. One ESC organization will be recognized and awarded at the end of the year 
for their contributions toward achieving academic success for their organization.). So 
congratulations again to these organizations that put on these excellent events with 
great purpose in mind#
   Michael Vendiola, ESC Coordinator/Activities Advisor

ESC Graduate Assistant

Happy New Year & welcome to winter quarter# Last quarter marked some pretty 
big changes and milestones- it was great to hear about the growths and success stories 
coming from the club leaders regarding membership and energy. I also saw an amazing 
support system begin to fortify among our clubs, and I hope that tradition continues. 
Student leaders, think about whom you have been supporting and how you may continue 
and expand your support. Synergy. This term refers to the phenomenon that combined 
efforts will always be greater than the sum of the efforts produced by us individually. Let’s 
make ESC Synergy happen. This quarter we have our Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration. 
International Women’s Day, and The Naked Truth on Stereotypes, and our awesome ESC 
student organizations programs and events. So here we go… a new, energetic, exciting and 
synergistic Generation: Continuing a Culture of Conscious Community#
  -Cicero Del! n, 360 650-7613, AS.ESC.Grad.Assistant@wwu.edu

Join the Helping Hands Project

The ESC’s Helping Hand Proj-
ect is a monthly service project 
designed to engage ESC students 
with the greater Bellingham/
Whatcom County. This is an op-
portunity to improve the local 
community through service. It 
is also a great way to see parts 
of the community that you are 
not familiar with# Please contact 
Cicero Del! n to sign up for these 
upcoming projects:

o January 19-Dr. Martin Luther 
King Conference. Project includes 
volunteering with the Whatcom 
Human Rights Task Force at the 
conference and/or performing at 
the evening programming

o January 21-Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Read-In. Project includes 
reading books to children at Vil -
lage Books and local daycares.

o ESC Collaborative Fundraiser 
for Scholarships#  Please contact 
Cicero to see how you can become 
involved#

o March 8-International Wom-
en’s Day. Project includes volun-
teering with Community to Com-
munity at the IWD conference & 
celebration.

o March 8-Encounter Youth 
Conference. Project includes 
volunteering with the ESC at the 
Conference on campus.

o April 22 (or weekend near 
Earth Day)-Earth Day. Project 
includes multiple community 
project opportunities to support 
Earth Day.

o May 16-18-Relay for Life. 
Project includes either forming a 
team to participate or volunteering 
at the event.

o June project to be determined. 



Western Washington University
Associated Students- Ethnic Student Center
Vik ing Union 420
516 High St.
Bellingham, WA 98225-9106

Winter Quarter 2008 Events
Jan. 12 ESC Building Unity Leadership Workshop, call 650-7613
Jan. 19 10th annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Human Rights Conference, “Breaking the 

Silence”, 9am - 4pm, at WCC.  http://www.whrtf.org
Jan. 24 ESC Scholarships Bowl-a-thon, call 650-7613
Jan. 25-27 ACE Leadership Conference, sponsored by Associated Students, call 650-3463 or 

email ASVP.Activities@wwu.edu
Feb. 1-2 MEChA Regional Conference, hosted here at WWU, call 650-7275
Feb. 9 Black History Month Dinner, call 650-7277
Feb. 23 African Caribbean Club 10th Annual Culture Night, call 650-7577
Feb. 27-28   “Undressing the ‘Other’- The Naked Truth on Stereotypes”, see page 6 for details
Mar. 1 National Women of Color Day, call 650-7613
Mar. 8 International Women’s Day; and, Encounter Youth Conference
Mar. 14 “Food Makes Me Happy” Cookoff / Potluck, call 650-7613


